
Data protection litigation is on the rise across Africa as countries implement stricter 
privacy laws and individuals become increasingly aware of their rights. Countries like 
Kenya are already seeing litigation in data protection with organizations facing hefty 
önes for failure to comply with data protection standards. This week, we zone in on the 
recently decided case of Allan Chacha v. The County Assembly of Migori.

Factual Matrix
TThe case concerned a complaint by Mr. Chacha (the Complainant) that the County 
assembly (the Respondent) processed and continued to process his personal data 
contrary to data protection laws. The complainant had applied for the position of 
Speaker of the Migori County Assembly and had submitted his curriculum vitae 
pursuant thereto. Without the Complainant’s consent, the Respondent had published 
Mr. Chacha’s CV on its website, making it publicly accessible. The Complainant’s 
grievance was that the Assembly had exposed his personal data, such as his name, 
addaddress and contact details, as well as his sensitive personal data, such as his marital 
status and religious beliefs without his consent and had thus violated his right to 
privacy. He further stated that the conödential information of the individuals he had 
listed as his referees, such as their names and contact information, had also been 
compromised.

In its defence, the Assembly argued that by applying for the position, the Complainant 
has subjected himself to the provisions envisaged for the election of the Speaker, 
particularly Standing Order 5 which required that a list of all qualiöed candidates as 
well as copies of their CVs be published and made available to the members of the 
Assembly. Thus, the Respondent argued, that it had a legitimate legal basis for 
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