
We have discussed at length the rights of data subjects and responsibilities of data 
controllers. We now shift our focus to another key player in the data protection 
ecosystem; the data processor. But örst, let us unpack the key differences between 
each of these players.

1. Data Controller

AA data controller is the entity or person that determines the purposes and means of 
processing personal data. In simpler terms, it is the decision-maker. For example, an 
insurance company that collects personal data to provide coverage or process claims 
acts as the data controller. The controller is responsible for ensuring that data is 
processed in accordance with the law, meaning they must comply with principles 
such as lawfulness, fairness, and transparency.
IIn an earlier article, we dealt with the responsibilities of data controllers. Read more 
here: 

2. Data Subject

A data subject is an individual whose personal data is being collected, held, or 
processed. The Botswana Data Protection Bill focuses heavily on safeguarding the 
rights of the data subject. These individuals hold key rights under the bill which we 
previously covered. Read more here:
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